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Annual  Report 

ON  THE  WORK  OF  THE 

Public  Health  Department 

OF  THE 

Ly mm  U rban  District  Council 

BY 

JAMES  CULLEN,  l.r.c.p.  &  s.,  d.p.h.,  &c. 

Medical  Officer  of  Health 


TO  THE  CHAIRMAN  AND  MEMBERS  OF  THE 
LYMM  URBAN  DISTRICT  COUNCIL. 


G  entlemen, 

I  beg  to  submit  my  Report  for  1947  as  follows  :  — 


Population. 

The  Registrar  General’s  figure  is  6,140. 

Birth  Rate  per  1,000  of  estimated  population  ...  —  21  3 

Total  Births  . =  131 

Illegitimate  Births  . =  7 

Still  Births — Legitimate  . =  2 

Illegitimate  . =  Nil 

Birth  Rate  for  England  and  Wales  . . . . . .i  =  20 * 3 

Death  Rate  per  1,000  of  estimated  population. ..=  1 3  5 
,,  ,,  ,,  for  England  and  Wales...  =  12*0 

,,  ,,  of  infants  under  1  year  of  age  per 

1,000  Live  Births  . =  61 

,,  ,,  of  infants  under  1  year  of  age  per 

1 ,000  Live  Births  for  England  and 

Wales  . =  43 

Deaths  from  Puerperal  Fever  . =  Nil 


It  is  noteworthy  that  of  a  total  of  83  deaths 

14  were  between  80  and  90  years  of  age, 

20  were  between  70  and  80  years  of  age. 

The  diseases  responsible  for  the  highest  number  of  deaths 
were  Diseases  of  the  Heart  and  Circulation  27,  Cancer  15  and 
Intracranial  lesions  12. 


Infectious  Diseases. 

Cases  notified  during  the  year  6,  Scarlet  Fever  3, 
Measles  2,  Puerperal  Pyrexia  1 . 


Diphtheria. 

I  am  pleased  to  report  that  there  were  no  cases  of  Diphtheria 
notified  in  the  District  during  1947. 

1  1  1 


Immunisation. 

The  Annual  Return  of  Diphtheria  Immunisation  shows  that 
of  a  child  population  of  1 ,310  at  the  31st  December,  1947.  967 
children  had  completed  a  full  course  of  Diphtheria  Immunisation, 
this  gives  the  percentage  of  children  immunised  as  approximately 
73%.  We  hope  for  improvement  in  these  figures,  which,  while  not 
unsatisfactory,  yet  reveal  that  the  parents  and  guardians  of  27% 
of  the  child  population  have  neglected  to  take  advantage  of  the 
scheme  designed  to  afford  full  protection  to  their  children. 

1  must  also  remind  the  responsible  people  of  the  importance 
of  the  “Booster”  or  “Refresher”  dose,  which  all  children  who 
have  been  immunised  in  their  first  year  should  have  about  the 
time  they  enter  school.  It  is  essential  to  ensure  that  the  resis¬ 
tance  to  the  disease  built  up  by  their  first  immunisations  should 
be  refortified  when  they  begin  to  mix  with  other  people  for  the 
first  time. 

Tuberculosis. 

During  the  year  3  cases  of  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  were 
notified. 

Vaccination. 

Medical  certificates  of  successful  vaccination  represented 
27%  of  the  Births  registered  in  the  District,  this  shows  an  increase 
on  last  year’s  figure,  but  is  still  a  poor  response. 

Vaccination  will  cease  to  be  compulsory  after  July,  1948, 
but  notwithstanding  that,  it  is  hoped  that  the  public  will  not 
neglect  this  precaution,  in  view  of  the  small  outbreaks  of  small¬ 
pox,  which  are  reported  from  time  to  time  in  various  parts  of  the 
country. 

Housing. 

Good  progress  was  made  during  the  year  in  the  construction 
of  dwelling  houses. 

The  Orchard  Avenue  Site  of  32  Permanent  Houses  and  the 
20  Prefabricated  Bungalows  in  Pepper  Street,  the  construction 
of  which  was  commenced  in  1946,  were  completed  and  all 
tenanted. 

A  further  Site,  the  “Elms  Farm  Site,”  was  also  commenced 
during  the  year.  This  Site  will  provide  701  houses.  This  is,  I 
think,  the  largest  single  Site  ever  attempted  by  the  Council  and 
it  does  them  great  credit.  Progress  from  the  start  has  been  very 
good.  The  lay-out  of  the  Site  is  very  pleasant,  and  reflects  great 
credit  on  the  officials  concerned. 
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The  standard  of  accommodation  provided  in  these  houses 
is  very  high,  and  I  am  sure  the  future  tenants  will  be  very  proud 
of  their  homes.  In  these  days  of  utility  and  make-do  it  is 
heartening  to  note  that  in  this  scheme  the  Council  have  proved 
their  foresight,  by  ensuring  by  planting  of  young  trees,  that  the 
site  will  not  become  the  barren  wilderness  of  brick  boxes  that 
so  many  housing  schemes  are  fated  to  become.  It  canont  be 
emphasised  enough,  the  effect  surroundings  and  environment, 
particularly  in  regard  to  the  situation  of  the  homes,  have  on  the 
minds  and  characters  of  young  people.  Healthy  homes  ensure 
healthy  minds  and  bodies. 

The  Council  in  the  4  Elms  Farm”  Site  have  a  housing  scheme 
to  be  proud  of,  and  I  congratulate  them  on  it. 

National  Health  Service  Act,  1946. 

The  new  Health  Act  comes  into  force  on  July  5th,  1948, 
and  brings  great  changes  in  the  facilities  offered  and  the  adminis¬ 
tration  of  the  Health  Services  of  the  County. 

The  scheme  will  take  a  considerable  time  to  function  as 
intended,  but  with  the  goodwill  and  co-operation  of  all  con¬ 
cerned,  should  prove  a  definite  step  to  the  ideal  of  the  complete 
Health  Service  for  all. 

Under  the  new  scheme  County  Districts  are  grouped  into 
suitable  administrative  units  exercising  delegated  powers  from 
the  Health  Authority,  the  Cheshire  County  Council.  Lymm  is  in 
the  Sale  and  Lymm  Divisional  Health  Committee  Area,  com¬ 
prising  the  Municipal  Borough  of  Sale  and  the  Urban  District  of 
Lymm.  A  whole  time  Medical  Officer  of  Health  will  be 
appointed,  acting  for  the  Divisional  Health  Committee,  and  as 
Medical  Officer  for  the  two  County  District  Councils. 

General  Health  Conditions. 

Considering  the  various  shortages  in  foodstuffs,  ai^d  the  diffi¬ 
culties  of  present  day  existence,  general  health  conditions  are 
as  good  as  can  be  expected. 

As  this  will  be  my  last  report  as  your  Medical  Officer,  a  post 
1  have  held  since  1943,  I  do  wish  to  take  this  opportunity  of 
thanking  most  sincerely  the  Council  and  all  Officials  and  their 
Staffs  for  their  unfailing  kindness  and  co-operation  and  the 
happiness  I  have  had  in  the  District,  and  the  many  real  friends 
I  have  made. 

I  beg  to  remain.  Yours  very  faithfully, 

JAMES  CULLEN,  L.R.C.P.  &  S.,  D.P.H.,  &c., 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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Causes  of  Death  in  Lymm  Urban  District 

for  1947. 


Causes  of  Death. 

Civilians  only. 

Males. 

Females. 

Whooping  Cough  . 

_ 

___ 

Tuberculosis  of  respiratory  system  ... 

— 

1 

Other  Tuberculosis  diseases  . 

— 

*  - 

Syphilitic  Diseases  . 

_ 

— 

Influenza  . 

— 

— 

Measles  . 

— 

— 

Cancer,  malignant  . 

7 

8 

Diabetes  .  . 

— 

— 

Cerebral  haemorrhage . 

_ 

— 

Heart  Disease . 

. 

15 

11 

Other  circulatory  diseases  . 

•  •  • 

1 

— 

Bronchitis . . . 

2 

— 

Pneumonia  . 

1 

2 

Other  respiratory  diseases . 

— 

1 

Digestive  diseases . 

Nephritis  . . 

1 

1 

1 

Premature  Birth  . . 

3 

3 

Congenital  Malformation,  &c . 

1 

1 

Suicide  ...  ...  . . 

— 

_ 

Road  traffic  accidents . 

2 

_ 

Other  violent  causes  . 

1 

2 

All  other  causes  . 

3 

3 

Inter cronial  Vascular  Lesions  . 

3 

9 

41 

42 

Deaths  of  Infants  j 

j  |  i  Legitimate . 

under  1  year.,  m  ... 

J  1  Illegitimate . 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

4 

4 

4 

4 

Total  Births 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

69 

62 

Legitimate.  . 

•  •  • 

•  •  » 

64 

50 

illegitimate . . . 

... 

... 

5 

2 

Birth  Rates,  Death  Rates  and  Infant  Mortality  Rates 
for  the  past  10  years  in  Lymm  U.D.  :  — 


1938  1939  1940  1941  1942 

Birth 

Rates  14  5  12  06  13  47  13  02  17  1 
Death 

Rates  10-40  8  88  1 1  -39  12-37  10  8 


25  11  87  19 


1943 

1944 

1945 

1946 

1947 

15  1 

19  7 

16- 1 

17-6 

2L3 

1003 

11-3 

15  4 

11-7 

13  5 

44-9 

25-4 

64-5 

44  4 

61 

Inf.  Mort. 
Rates  58 
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GENERAL  PROVISION  OF  HEALTH  SERVICES 

FOR  THE  AREA. 


1 .  — Staff  of  Public  Health  Department — 

Dr.  Jas.  Cullen,  L.R.C.P.  &  S.,  D.P.H.,  &c. 

M.O.H.  (Part  time). 

A.  Livesey,  Sanitary  Inspector. 

2.  — (a)  LABORATORY  Facilities  —  Manchester  University  and 

Warrington  P.H.  Department. 

(b)  Ambulance  Facilities — Supplied  by  Altrincham  Borough. 

(c)  The  District  Nursing  Association  maintains  one  nurse. 

(d)  Ante-Natal — Maternity  and  Child  Welfare,  Tuberculosis, 

School  and  Venereal  Disease  Clinics  are  under  the 
direct  control  and  administration  of  the  County 
Council. 

(e)  Hospital  Accommodation  for  Infectious  Diseases  is 

provided  by  Warrington  Borough  Council  by  arrange¬ 
ment. 


SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  AREA. 

Water  Supply. 

Water  is  supplied  direct  from  the  Authorities  own  Artesian 
Wells.  There  is  a  plentiful  supply.  It  is  pure  but  rather  hard. 

Sewage  and  Drainage. 

No  change  has  taken  place  in  the  methodjs  of  Sewage 
disposal.  The  major  portion  is  dealt  with  by  land  treatment 
at  the  Statham  and  Sow  Brook  Sewage  Farms. 

Closet  Accommodation. 

The  whole  of  the  District,  with  the  exception  of  38  houses, 
are  served  by  a  water  carriage  system.  In  these  cases,  Pail 
Closets  are  used,  which  are  emptied  by  the  Scavengers.  There 
is  little  likelihood  of  these  figures  being  reduced  for  some  consi¬ 
derable  time,  owing  to  the  situation  of  the  houses  concerned. 

Public  Cleansing. 

The  collection  of  trade  refuse,  domestic  waste  and  street 
sweeping  is  carried  out  by  direct  labour. 
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Rodent  Control. 

During  the  year,  the  direction  of  Infestation  Control  passed 
from  the  Ministry  of  Food  to  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture  and 
Fisheries  ;  the  changeover  has  not,  however,  altered  the  adminis¬ 
tration  of  Rodent  Control  Work  by  the  Local  Authorities.  During 
the  year,  private  dwellings  and  business  premises  were  treated. 

The  Council  have  accepted  delegation  of  powers  under  the 
provisions  of  the  Rats  and  Mice  Destruction  Act,  1919,  from  the 
Cheshire  County  Council  and  will,  in  future,  administer  the 
service  direct  in  accordance  with  the  scheme  approved  by  the 
Ministry  of  Agriculture  and  Fisheries. 

The  Council  refuse  tips  were  kept  under  observation  and 
treated  with  considerable  success,  also  a  maintenance  treatment 
of  sewers  was  carried  out  in  Spring. 

Housing  Repairs. 

The  summary  of  inspection  show  that  many  visits  were  made 
during  the  year  to  properties  of  various  descriptions  with 
emphasis  on  the  inspection  of  housing  defects.  Repairs  and 
improvements  have  been  effected  in  most  cases,  but  generally 
speaking  the  remedying  of  defects  has  been  a  difficult  problem, 
entailing  many  re-visits,  and  repairs  have  been  prolonged  by  the 
difficulty  of  obtaining  certain  materials.  Owners  and  agents  of 
property  have  co-operated  fairly  well,  though  in  many  cases 
repairs  have  had  to  wait  for  local  contractors  who  have  been 
engaged  on  the  Housing  Scheme,  new  Housing  taking  priority 
against  all  but  the  most  urgent  repairs. 

The  problem  of  repairs  to  cottage  property  under  existing 
conditions  is  very  difficult.  When  one  considers  that  labour 
costs  in  the  building  trade  have  increased  by  approximately 
100  per  cent,  since  1939,  and  materials  have  also  increased  in 
proportion,  yet  the  rents  of  cottage  property  are  still  at  the 
pre-war  figure,  it  makes  it  very  difficult  to  ask  for  any  but  the 
most  essential  repairs,  and  there  is  no  doubt  that  owners  who 
would  carry  out  normal  maintenance  repairs  themselves,  just 
cannot  afford  on  present-day  rents,  and  so  do  no  repairs  until 
compelled  to  do  so  by  the  Local  Authority. 

It  does  seem  obvious  that  some  relief  to  private  owners  of 
property  is  desirable. 

Schools. 

The  sanitary  conditions  of  schools  are  generally  satisfactory 
with  the  exception  of  one  infants’  school  previously  reported 
upon.  Certain  repairs  have  been  effected  during  the  year.  The 
school  is  now  a  “controlled”  school,  and  the  County  Education 
Committee  have  had  the  school  inspected  with  a  view  to  further 
improvements  being  carried  out. 
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Dairies  and  Cowsheds. 

All  farms  and  dairies  were  visited,  and  regular  inspections 
carried  out  during  the  year.  It  is  pleasing  to  record  that  at  one 
farm  a  new  cowshed  was  built  on  model  lines,  and  it  is  antici¬ 
pated  that  as  a  result  of  informal  action,  major  structural 
alterations  to  the  cowshed  at  a  second  farm  will  be  put  in  hand 
very  shortly.  During  the  year  we  have  been  in  contact  and 
consultation  with  the  County  Authorities  regarding  improvements 
to  existing  cowsheds  on  a  number  of  occasions,  and  I  am  pleased 
to  record  that  the  representatives  of  the  County  Medical  Officer 
have  been  in  all  cases  eager  to  co-operate  and  have  been  very 
helpful. 

Milk  Supply. 

Retailers  and  Producers. 

Milk  Retailers,  including  producer  retailers 
Producers  (total)  . 

Special  Designation. 

Tuberculin  Tested  Producers  . 

Accredited  Producers  . 

Bacteriological  samples  taken  ...  . 

Number  of  samples  unsatisfactory  . 

Samples  examined  for  T.B.  Bacilli . 

Samples  found  to  contain  T.B.  Bacilli 

Samples  of  Dried  Milk  submitted  (for 

Bacteriological  Examination)  . 


11 

29 


2 

19 

12 

3 

4 

Nil 

2 


Meat  and  Other  Foods. 

There  is  no  slaughtering  in  the  District  at  present.  All  meat 
coming  from  the  central  abbattoirs  where  post  mortem  inspection 
is  carried  out. 


Shops  and  Food  preparation  premises  were  inspected,  and 
the  following  foods  were  voluntarily  surrended  as  unfit  for  human 
consumption  : 


Bacon  . 

Tinned  Meat . 

Beef 

j ^  i  •••  •••  •••  ••• 

Tinned  Vegetables... 


1 1  lbs. 

16  lbs, 
13  lbs. 
3  lbs. 


Total  ...  43  lbs. 
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1  am  indebted  to  Mr.  Stacey  Hallard  (Chief  Inspector 
Weights  and  Measures,  Cheshire  County  Council)  for  the 
following  particulars  of  samples  taken  in  the  District  during  1947. 
I  think  the  report  is  very  satisfactory.  It  is  as  follows  :  — 

Number  Number  not  up 
Taken.  to  Standard. 


Aspirin  . 

1 

— 

Baking  Powder 

1 

— 

Boracic  Ointment . 

— 

Coffee 

1 

— 

Fish  Paste  . 

1 

— 

Milks  . 

11 

2 

Parsley,  dried  . 

1 

— 

Yeast  . 

1 

— 

Zinc  Ointment  . 

1 

_ 

19  2 

Particulars  of  Non-Standard  Samples. 

No.  Sample.  Result  of  Analysis.  Remarks. 

1  Milk  1  '2%  Def.  in.  N.F.S.  Abnormal — No  action. 

2  Milk  1-2% 


SUMMARY  OF  SANITARY  AND  BUILDING  INSPECTOR  S 

VISITS. 


Water  Supply . 

Drainage . 

Stables  and  Piggeries . 

Tents,  Vans,  &c . 

Bakehouses  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ... 

Public  Conveniences . 

Places  of  Entertainment  . 

Petroleum  . . 

Refuse  Collection . 

Refuse  Disposal  . 

Rats  and  Mice  . 

Smoke  Observation  . 

Schools  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ... 

Defective  W.C’s . 

Defective  Roofs  and  Dampness  . 

Miscellaneous . 

Visits  for  the  purposes  of  Building  Inspections, 
including  Inspections  for  the  issue  of 

Licences  under  Civil  Building  Control . 


46 

99 

8 

1 

4 

2 

1 

1 

20 

11 

123 

1 

4 

60 

78 

310 


488 


Under  Public  Health  Acts. 

Houses  inspected  . 

Under  Housing  Acts. 

Houses  inspected  . 

,,  dealt  with  under  Section  9  ... 

>  i  *  i  )»  » ,  11... 

Verminous  Premises. 

Number  of  Houses  inspected  . 

,,  ,,  disinfected  . 

Infectious  Disease. 

Enquiries  in  cases  of  I.D . .  ... 

Visits  re  disinfection  . . 

Miscellaneous  I.D.  Visits  . 

Inspection  of  Meat  and  Other  Foods 

Shops  and  Stalls  . 

Butchers’  Shops . 

Dairies  and  Cowsheds  . 

Ice  Cream  Premises . 

Food  Preparation  Premises . 

Miscellaneous  Food  Inspection  Visits... 

Visits  re  Sampling. 

Milk — Bacteriological  . 

Milk — T.B.  Bacilli  . . 

Ice  Cream . 


44 


11 

2 

1 


7 

7 


13 

23 

27 


7 

8 
63 

5 

3 

9 


14 

4 

2 


✓ 


(  91 
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Tuberculosis. 

New  Cases  and  Mortality  during  1947. 


N  EW 

Cases. 

Deaths. 

Aob 

Periods. 

Pulmonary 

Non- 

Pulmonary 

Pulmonary 

Non- 

Pulmonary 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

Years 

0—1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— — 

1-5 

5—10 

10—15 

15—20 

20—25 

25—35 

35—45 

1 

2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

45—55 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

55—65 

65  and 

upwards 

Totals  ... 

1 

2 

— 

— 

/ 

1 

— 

— 

3  1 

1 

SECTION  G.— FACTORIES  ACT,  1937. 

Inspections  were  carried  out  during  the  year  under 
the  A/M  Act. 

Action  was  required  in  one  case  only,  viz.,  in  respect 
of  defective  sanitary  conveniences.  The  notice  was 
complied  with. 
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